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¥ AT 7HE SRAD WATEM OF TEE NISSOURI
The m ?ﬂd lll’dlh?;i‘ braved by the
to the head waters of tho
“swestorn rivers,is & tnatter but little undor-
-‘».thduoepthy individuals by whom thoy
,':‘hﬂh. ‘lon;ilxmnt,uperiﬂncodi‘ IEven
Jat the prosent . potwithstanding the nu-
?h?um e:p\ontlzm of that distant region,
“apd the modern improvmnu in instroinents
-'of defence, agd the comparative pacification
<yf the wandering Indian tribes, an oxpadi-
gion (o the Rocky Mountains is by no means
~unattended with danger. But if the hunter
is now to the depredations and cru-|
elties of the savage—to the fierca aesault of}
that terriblc moaster peculiar tothe region—!
the Grizley bsar,—and to the untold horrors |
of famine, and drought, and destitution, thou-
sands of miles from the borders ol civilized|
Jife, what must have been theso hardships and
dangors twonty yoars ago, when but fov, if
any of his prosont facilities woro afforded
the adventurer, and this vast wilderness had |
nevor been trod, save by the wild baast, and{
the savage scarce less wild ! .

Tho narrative of the almost igeredible suf-
ferings ondured by the daring advonturer,
who 1is the subject of this paper, may bo re. !
lied on as strictly true. he facts aro fur- |
nished us by the rough notes of a very into!-|
ligeat man, who was himself an adventuror,
in the same expedition ; and as hecould have |
no cbiect in an untrue recital, wo can havo
no reason to doubt his assertions,

In the month of March, 1822, a Fur Com-
pany, under the firm of Henry & Aahlcy.l
for the purpose of trapping on cither side of {
the Rocky Mountains, and trading with the
Indians, left St. Louis, and commenced as-
cending the Missouri. Tho party consisted
of one hundred and sixty men, with twol_
largs keel boatsladen with provisions and
stores, necessary for the expedition contam- |

 plated.




After various adventures tho party reach.
ed the mouth of the Yellow Stono, a stroam
ual to the Ohio in volume and extent—

. and, in the August of the following year, a
rtion of it undertho command of Major
enry,ascendod the Chian river with threo|
loaded horses. Ths oxpedition was a small
ope, ard, as the roving tribes of the vicinity
were by no means friendly, strict ordors
were issued that the party should move on
compactly and in ordor, and that none of the
hunters should on any account separato from
the main body. But tho commands of tho
leader of an expedition to the Rocky Moun-
tains aro not observed with quite tho punetil-
ibasness of a military corps, and,according-
ly, notwithstanding tho strict injunction to
the contrary, two men, one of them named
Hugh Glass, and the other George Harris,
strolled off from the company unnoticed, in
search of wild fruit, which in that rogion at
this season is said to be most delicious. T'he|
rty soon after crossed to tho other bank of
the Chian, without obsorving a dimunition in
its number ; but it had hardly landed, when
u fearful shrick was heard from the shore
jug left. Tho first and most natural im-
ression of the hunters was, that a band of
1ostilo Indians were about to make an attack
on-them, and, leaving their horses, they all
immediately seized their weapons, and hast.
ened down the river nshort distanco to an
open grovo of heavy timber, in ordor to dis-
'puto with the savagoes tho passage of the
stream. Butno savages appearing, and the
shrieks for help still continning, and with in-|
“creased vehomenco, the pArty wero mnl;ing‘.
Elrepaut'mna for re.crossing the Chian, when
arris suddenly rushed out of the woods on
the opposite side, #ni plunged into tho wator




—a Grizley bear pursuing closein_ his rear,
‘Perceiving help at hand, he turned and dis-
. charged his rifle at tho dreadful monstor,
when the wholo of the party immediatoly |
lovolled, and it was brought down by their
palls. Tho bear wasa young fomale, with
a cub, a circumstanco which accounted [(or|
its more than ordinary ferocity. Meanwhile
the screaming in tho forest continued without
intermission. 'The party immediatoly cross-
ed the river, and Hugh Glass, the companion
of Harris, was shortly discovered, lying at
the foot of a trco, most terribly torn and man. |
gled by the bear. Mo had not léss than fil-
_ wounds, any one of which under ordi-
-:y cizggumatances would have beon mortal.
He was conveyod carefully in the arms of ng
companions across the Chian,and his wounds
were bound up, though it was thought by all
he could not possibly survive. A litter was
constructed from the boughs of trees, and;
during that day and tho succceding ono ho
was borao onwards, as a corpso upon a bier. ‘
Onthe third day the party arrived at a fino!
vesome distance from tho route of nny!_

of the wandering tribos, in the middie of
which wasa largo spring supplying a creck. |
- Hero a consultation was holden, and it was;
resolved that Glass should bo loft with two of |
his companions, Fitzpatrick and Bridges, un-
til he recovered sufficiently to follow the ex-|
ition, or, as was hourly npprohondcd,l
should expire of his wounds. A purse of]
8300 was mado up by tho rest of the pm'ty'\
I

for the men who agroed to remain, and hav-
ing'left with the sufferer evory comfort and|
convemienco :n their powor, they moved on,
-and the same night arrived at the mouth of
the YeHow Stone.  This arrangement was
-undoubtedly. under the circumstances of the
case, thomost merciful and considerate that
oould have been adopted.  But what a situa-
tion!v A man_languishing from wounds|
thousands of iniles from all surgical succor,
~—surrounded by roving savuges—2almost
déstitate of the neccssaries of subsistonco—
and ip thecare of two lawless men, whoso
interest it was that thoir patieut should, nsl
soon as possible, ceaso to live, and who, oven
with the moet kindly intentions, were un-
akilled toafford the aid and attendanco so im-
perious)y domanded |
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‘The company continued upon its route,;

and in about a fortnight,tho men to whom had
‘been committed Gloss, camo up, reporting|
him to have expired on the 6th day after its:
departure, und bringing with thom his riflo. |
‘Tho weapon was disposed of to the highest |
#idder, and Fitzgerald, one of tho men who
' had been loft behind, exprossing a wish to re-
turn to St. Louis, a draft on Gon. Asbloy,
dor his share of tho 3300 engaged, was giv-
' en him,and ho departed.
Tho sumimer and autumn passed on, and
-¢he party, at Christmas, wore again at the
“Fort between the Missouri and tho Yellow
“Btone rivers, with the intontion of passing
there the wintermonths.  I'ho festivitios of
" the season were going on with great anima-
tion—for, oven by the hunters of the Rocky
Mountrins thes: holidays aro punctiliously
ohserved—whon, early ono fino frosty morp-
ing, to the uttor astonishment of the wholo
company, who should appearat tho Fort, but
the wentical individual, who four months ho-
fore, had boon lpft on the banks of tho Chia-
. an River,asadead man! 'T'hoinore super-
stitious of the bunters gazed ngon his ghastiy
. fentares, and skeleton and way-worn form,
with dread—almost with apprehonsion; while
Bridges, cne of the manto whess care he had
| “been committed, could with difiiculty Le por-
| tted, (
~ suaded to enter his presonci 1 'hostory «iv-
* @n by him of his 11(.{. enturcs, was hriolly as
follows :— ‘
¢~ Awaking one oveniiyg alout tnn-t from
and protracted slumber, he mias~d both
gompanions from his side; and dind-
meelf intolerably thirsty, heealled lowd-
tepeatodly for drinke No answer wias,




returned to hiscall, and, atlength, goaded on
by tho tortures of thirst, he resolved to crawl

tothe spring, which was at somo distance
from the spot. With greatoxertion and dif-

ficulty he reachod it, and, somewhat refresh-
od, again crawled back to his rude couch, M
fell aslecp. On thoe following mdrning, he
found himeolf still alone, and the horriblo
conviction then for the first time flashed a-
cross his mind, that his comrades had left
him to perish in the wilderness! On looking
around him, he discovored a small brass ket-
tle and his shot pouch, in which happened to
bo anold razor. He also found a fragment
of dried buffalo-beof, sufficiunt to satisfy hiy
nacessities for saveral days.  Ilis wounds,
however, were inamost fearful situation,—
some of them being filled with insects, and
others so situated upon his person, as to leave
itutterly out of his powerto dress them. So
longas his ptovisions held out, he remainad|
noar the spring ; and whon that was exhaust-
cd, he crawled upon his hands and knees to
the ereek, whoro hoprocured wild froit from|
the overhanging bushes,which for some Uays
longor supported nature.

i On the sixth day after his desertion he was
lying noar the creck, whon he was roused by |
u rustling m the bushes, and, on looking a-
round, ho saw a small buffalo-calf approach.}
ing at fullspeed with saveral wolves in chaco.
'Rising suddenly from his resting place, the!
ealf was drivon back upon its pursucrs and|
was immediately slain.  Ho thon ndvmwad!
towards tho wolves, but, finding that he could |
/in no way intimidato them to givo up their
prize, he produced his razor, and by tho aid
of aflintanda fowdry leavos, sct fire to tho
grass. This manceuvre was succcessful—
the wolves wore put to flight, and nearly the
whole of the calf fell into his bands.  This
isupply of food lasted him until his wounds
|hud healed and he could stit from the spot.— |
As his strength incrensed, ho began to con-
l_sidar upon his future wmovements, At tho
ilcast calculation he was three hundred miles
from the ncarest Fort, and far all the purpos-
o3 of defencound subsistance through this
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‘savago wilderness, ho had no weapon more eff- !
cctive than the old and rusted blado of a ra- |
zor, But hodid not despair, Iie common-
ced his journty at the rate of five miles a
day, and, on the fifth, fell into tho hands of ul’
tband of Sioux Indians. Compassionating
l.l:is defonceless and miserablo condition, tho
savages roceived him kindly, and afforded
him safo conduct to the I'rench T'rading Post,
Laseau, high up tho Missouri, which was
reached in about one month. .IToro he was
itr{:utcd kindly—lis wounds wore dressed and
complotely healed, and, in a foew weeks, par-
ty of soven traders boing about tostart for
tho Mundan Villages in a pirogue, ho was
reeoived by them, and was onco more en
route. | |
The expedition went on safely and ploas- |
antly until it had arrived within ten miles of |
the Mandans, when Glass left tho pirogue in
in orderto cut ofl’ a deep bond in the stream, !
[and to hunt upon the intorvening pravie. Ho|
had proceeded but a few miles, when he came |
upon a roving band of the Erickeraw Indi-
ans, who chanced to have there an encamp-
ment, and a party of thom, as socon as he|
was porceived, gavo chaco, ovidently with
hostile designs. Tho savages gained upon!
tho hunter rapidly, and he would um!oubtad-i
ly havoe boon scized and butchered, had not |
an Indian of the Mandan tribo, who was ho-|
vering on u fleet horso around the oncamp-
ment, perceived his denger, and, at great
hazard galloping up to him acrosstho prarie, [
succeeded in taking himoff from his pursu- |
lers.—On arrviving at the Mandan villugas!
‘.Glnas learned to his horror, that his seven'
companions in tho pirogue had beon seized |
by the Erickoraws, and every soul of thom|
|ﬂm_1:@urcd! ‘ : !
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Glass remained a few days with the Man. |
dars, and then resolved onattempling tojoin-
tho party of hunters by whom he had been
\desorted.  But whatan undorteking! At
the most favorablv estimato, ho was distant !
nearly one thousand miles from the nonrest!
Post—he was without a solitary companion!
for this long and perilous journey—his sole
convoyanco was his feet, and hissole defonco
aguainstsavagoes and wild boaasts his rifle—
basides tho weathor had become severely colgf.!
and snow lay upon “tho frozen soil for the
most part of his routea foot indepth ! And
yet, this entorprising man started of”" un-
daunted on his dangorous enterprise; and,
strangototell! arrived in safoty, as wo have
stated, near tho closo of Decembor at the post
of the Yollowstono! How this vast underta-
king was over accomplished, wo are no! in-
formed as to tho particulars, nor is it an casy
' matter to conceive,

At the timo of the arrival of Glaus at the
:Forl, somo individuals were sought for in the |
party by Major Henry, totake-an express of i
 groat imrortance to Gen. Ashloy, thenat the !
Post of Council Blufls, several hundred miles |
down tho Missouri.  Although a groat ro-

 ward had been offered, nono of the company

had oxprossed willingness to undertake a pus-

sago through a region infested by wandering !
hostile Indiansat such an inclement soason:

| but, no soonor was tho entorprise proposed to
j Glass, than ho, at onco,nccoded to  the terms, |
and, after rocruiting his exhausted enorgics

forabout ten days, ho started on the journcy
with four others, who volunteered to accom-
{ pany him, by the way of Big Platte river.

| Thoy had not proceedod far when a thaw
came on—the ice of the strcam broke up,
and the adventurers were cownpolled as thoir
only resourco, to construct a skiff' of Buffalo
skins in order to continuo on thejr routo. In
this fashion thoy proceeded several days,!
«when they found themselvos approaching a
collection of Indian lodges standing upon tho
river bank, which thoy at onco decided to ba
thoso of a friendly tribe of the Pawneces.—
Paddling to tho shoro and landing, they
thoy lefttheir riflesin their boat in chargo
of one of the company, and immediately ad-
vanced to tho lodgesin quest of provisions.
| Thoy had hardly entored, when Glass dis-
eavarnd  thasnvaeess 1n ha of tha nation of




‘covorod thesavages to bo of the nation of

Erickeraws, and commenced with his com-
| panions a precipitate rotront.  On roaching
thoir skifl"thoy found their rifles gono, and!
(their comrado woltering in hisgore.  The|
fugitives instantly ontered thoir bont and
pushed from theshoro, but bofora reaching
the middle of tho river, a tromendous shout
way hoard behind, and about one hundrod of
the savages rushing out from a noighboring

clump of woods, poured upon the dovoted
men a showor of arrows, spours, and missiles

of every species.  Twoof ths hunters were
instantly killed—tho third was so saveroly
wounded that he died upon reaching tho op-
posite shoro--the skin skifi’ was torn into
shreds, yet—wonderful to yvolate ! Glass es-
cnpcd untouched ! A party of the savages!
crossed tho river in pursuit, but tho hunter
concoaled himsclf in the forest, and during
the ensuing night cflected his escape. |

A distance of six hundred mijes now lay |
lisforo him, and he wus cut ofi’ from all suh-!
l
!

sistence by hunting by the loss of his riflo.
Fortunately, wpon thesccond day aftai his
eseape, ho follin with the cnrease of o dead!
Buftalo, which supplicd him with saflicicnt]
food to snstin nature, by tho uid of bark of |
trees and voots, until he arrived within tiree ]
hundred niiles of' his placo of destingtion,—!
Heve ho wag found by a nerty of hunters w|
a stato of wretehed einncintion  and destitue
tion,  Iudeod, he was comparatively exhats-
ted—unabie to travel, and could rot  have
ilﬂt-':iihl}' survived two !:‘\'-!‘Otll' Lours without
rofreshment.—"L'lo exyress to Gen. Ashley,
which had Lzen committed to his charuo, ho
(still Lore, having preservod it safe throusghall
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bis }mr‘ishil’ﬂi il wae now forwaided to

Council Bluffs, and Glass was conveyed to
the Keewaws Post on tho Missouri, where he
had remainaed until ho had recovered his
strength,

Ono w ould suppose, that tha hardships une
dergono by Glass would have, effectunlly ta-
ken from him all desire, ever again to try liis
fortunes in the wilderness. Lutlt was not
s0.  No sooner had he reguined his ordinary
health and energy, than with theni retarned
hig wild--almost insane attachmient to sav-
agolifo. A trading party was formed to go
to Santa I'o, and with it went Glass,.—Onar-
riving thers, he joined a trapping expedition
to the river [lele, a small stream said to en-
ter infothe Gulf of California’; but he was
not yot complotely in his clomont, and he
soon cn"agod a Frenchman of the party,

named, Du Breuil, to accompany him some| .

distanco into tho intorior to trade with thd
Indian tribes.—or saveral days after start.
ing, althoagh constantly meeting with the
savages thw were unable to obtainan intor-
view, Tor traflic. At length, early one morn-
ing, as they were ascending tho river, they
parceiveda squaw upon the castern bark dig-

' gmrrfor roots, They immediatoly ran thclr
-(pirogue silently along benonth the shore un- |-

til they arrived oppomte the woman; when
they landed and advaneod towards her, hold-
ing out a boaver which they had caught the
mrrht provious, as & pcnce-oﬂuunﬂ Tho in-
stant thatshe saw thom, she raised a fright-
ful yell, and from tho noighboring bushes
rushed outa poworful Indian with bow and
arrows in his hands. It was in vain that the
huntorssignified to him their peaceful purpo-

.{ses. o nlwal anarrowon his bow-string

N . --a-.‘--l L T, S AR el P sy ha wlon

B Fy AA Fan

[ - .

—-— 0B L) ==

T



and raiszd it to his oyo to launch the shaft,
whon Giass and his companion turned and
ran with all spaedfor their rifles, which they’
-lhml left in their skiff.  Bofore reaching it,
‘two or three arrows from the savage “had
{wounded Glass in the back, and jL.Sl as Du
Breuil was raising his vifle to firo, an arrow
passed through his throat and he fell doad at
|the same momont with the Indian!~ Their
taimhad bzen simultanoous and deadly !
\ Glasa now started to return to Santa Fe, a
distance of some hundrod miles.  The poi-
soned arrow-heads meanwhile remained fes-
‘tering in tho wounds they had made, and,
- t:-ough they were not fatal, yot, from their
situation on his person, he was unable to
drossthem, so that whon he renched his
place of-destination they were in a most do-
plmnbla situations
Soonerthan could have besn oxpected,

hovevor, ho recovered from his injuries, and
the next wo hear of him ha is hunting and
trapping, with one companion as uslw.l, at
tho head waters of the Missouri, and at
longth starts off in a piroguo for a more dis-
tant expedition to tho sourcesof the Yellow-
stone.—Nothing was now heard of* Glass for
Isoveral months. At length a party of four
Erickeraw Indians camo to the encampment
'of a company of- hunters on tho banks of the
Powco river, andon one of thess was soen
soveral ar twlcs of clothirig, which, from their
| paculiar character, wero known to have be-
| longed to Glass. Thosavages wore immedi-
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atel r suize d and on ﬂeclmmg entire lgnoo
rance of thu futo of the hunter, one of the
| party waro rolensod with the assurance, that
iunle&s he returned within twenty-four hours
with Glassin safoty, his threo companions
who remained as hostages should be burned
al the stake.  The prcscnbed poriod passed
away without the messenger’s appearanco,
and, boing now sure that tho unfortunate
 hunter had boen murdered by tho savages
}thcn in their hands, tho order was given by
'lhe leador of tho party named Gardiner, to
'burn them alive ! T'é the disgraco of civiliza-
‘tion and humanity this command was- obay-
*ed' Not long afterwards Gardinor himself
! foll into the hands of the Erickeraws, whoin-
| flicted upon him tho sama droadful death.
As to Hugh Glass he was nover dgain
'ho-utl of, unJ doubtless foll a victim. at last,
‘aftora hundred escapos and warnings, to his
‘own wild tomoritv.—Such are a fow of the
incidonts in tho lifo of a Rocky Mountain
hunter, and the leading featutes of his atory
are no doubt common toall. -
Louisville, Sept. 1839,
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